
Minutes 
MLA Legislative Advisory Panel 

October 12, 2012, 10:00 a.m. 
Anne Arundel County Library Headquarters  

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 

Chair: Mary Baykan, Darrell Batson, Alan Bogage, Margaret Carty, Denise Davis,  
Mark de Jong, Natalie Edington, Jim Fish, Valerie Gross, Mary Somers, John Sondheim, 
Chuck Steadman, Evelyn Tchiyuka and Linda Williams. 
 
Minutes  
 
The minutes of the September 14, 2012 meeting were approved.  

 
Federal Legislation  
 
Natalie reported that Congress won’t be returning to session until after the November 6 
elections. They are not scheduled to cast any votes again until November 13. 
 
National Library Legislative Day (NLLD)  
 
Natalie said the correct dates for National Library Legislative Day (NLLD) are Tuesday, 
May 7 (orientation) and Wednesday, May 8 (visits). Because the pre-conference sessions 
of the MLA Annual Conference also begin on Wednesday, May 8, we will make our visits 
to legislators on May 7. Mary noted that there is a precedent for this, and nothing to 
prevent us from making visits on the 7th. The group agreed to visit the offices of Senators 
Cardin and Mikulski on the 7th`. Information packets will be available if picked up first 
thing Tuesday morning.  
 
eBook Discussion  
 
As discussed at the recent MAPLA meeting, there has been a strong reaction to 
publishing companies charging libraries $45 for eBooks that cost $8.00 as paperbacks, 
despite efforts made by ALA. Denise wondered if ALA has considered going to the federal 
government to keep libraries from being discriminated against. Is there anything going on 
behind the scenes? Mary suggested a meeting with Lynne Bradley, ALA's Director of 
Government Relations. Current protections for libraries under copy right laws were pre-
electronic but we are now in the digital age. 3M and Overdrive have an increasingly 
narrow range of books and we are paying more for these. The library community has 
friends in Congress who could help, and currently publishers have nothing pressuring 
them. Their biggest current threat is from self-publishing authors.  
 
Linda noted that the ALA Executive Board will meet soon and she will attend. She 
suggested she could let the board know that a discussion on eBook costs is needed. Mary 
also suggested inviting current ALA President Maureen Sullivan to the next MLA LAP 
meeting.   
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Valerie noted that Howard County is phasing out eBook readers. Their eBooks are three 
years old, with much wear and tear due to heavy use. Their original intent was to 
introduce the new technology. They are now investing in online content.  
 
SB 3414, the Cybersecurity Act of 2012 

Chuck asked about the progress of the Cybersecurity Act. Mary said there has been no 
word on it lately, but ALA has not changed its stance. ALA is asking those concerned 
about privacy and civil liberties to contact their representatives and ask them to support 
the “good” amendments that will improve privacy provisions in this bill, and oppose any 
“bad” amendments that will seek to curtail such protections. Mary suggested Linda could 
also ask Maureen about any changes in their stance on this bill as well as how banking 
problems have affected the bill. How much action do they expect in the next session? 
Certainly the fiscal cliff and changes in the senate or house after the election are the big 
unknowns.  

State Report  

Capital Grant Funding Formula Revision  

Last year, Del. Melony Griffith (D-PG) said she had concerns about the cost sharing 
formula for the County Library Capital Project Grant Program because it is unfair to 
poorer counties that cannot raise the 50/50 match. MSDE was asked to look at the 
formula to help level the playing field. At the MAPLA meeting, we were provided with a 
copy of the report prepared by MSDE and sent to the Chairmen of the Senate Budget 
and Taxation Committee and the House Appropriations Committee. MSDE has asked 
MAPLA to propose legislation based on the report.  We will meet with Alexander and 
Cleaver on the 24th to learn how best to proceed. The bill will allow poorer counties to 
provide less of a match. While no county must pay more than 50% for the match, some 
will be able to pay 20, 30 or 40 percent for the match. Because the library community has 
friends on the Appropriations Committee, which recommended the study, we should not 
have any problem accomplishing this. At the 50/50 level, not all who want a project can 
afford one, and this change will also make the program more secure against future 
concerns. It is a win for all concerned. We must have the bill pre-filed by the November 
24 deadline. A discussion ensued about how community colleges work together on 
capital projects.  

Library Road Signs – Restoration Project 

Mary said that Margaret initiated a survey of public libraries about their public road signs, 
both municipal and state. Fifteen out of twenty-four systems responded. Nine have signs 
and ten have made requests for signs, but only one received a positive response. 
Negative responses included: "The only signs allowed on state roads are for important 
places." "Everybody knows where the libraries are." and "They are not allowed on state 
roads, period." Margaret will use the survey information to provide a report. At this stage, 
we will not propose legislation but will pursue the objective to restore library road signs 
through other means.  
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National and State Elections - Discussion on Possible Impact on Libraries   

Mary asked for any thoughts on the national election. She noted that Congressman Paul 
Ryan's FY13 budget plan declares that funding for The Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) is “not a core federal responsibility.” A discussion ensued.  

Denise said she was curious to know how the Maryland Governor's race is shaping up for 
2014. It was noted that much of the speculation has centered on three Democrats: Lt. 
Gov. Anthony G. Brown; Comptroller Peter V.R. Franchot; and Attorney General Douglas 
F. Gansler. 

 Maryland Library Day - February 13, 2013 - Planning Discussion 
 
Mary reported the following: 
 

 Valerie, as Co-Chair of the 2013 Governor's Legislative Reception, will solicit 
contributions from co-sponsors to help pay associated costs.  

 Invitations to legislators and the administrative branch will be mailed around 
January 2. If anyone has special names to add to the list, please get them to 
Margaret by December 10.  

 We will make gifts of MLA coffee packets this year instead of candy.  

 Biddle Street will return as caterer.   
 
Linda noted that CML will celebrate its 30th anniversary in 2014. Its members are 
considering kicking off their celebration at the legislative reception. Mary said that since 
the purpose of the reception is to thank legislators, she did not think it was the proper 
venue for their kickoff. Linda said suggestions as to what would be more appropriate 
would be appreciated and she would share them with CML.  
 
There was no report from DLDS or the MLA President.  
 
MLA Executive Director 
 
Margaret reported the following: 
 

 The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) Conference was discussed at the 
most recent MAPLA meeting. John Venditta, who provided support to library 
exhibitors at the conference, will issue a report.  

 Planning for the MLA Annual Conference is going well and she hopes everyone 
plans to attend.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20. The next meeting will be held on November 2, 
2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Donna L. Denny, Executive Assistant, AACPL.  
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