
Minutes 
Maryland Library Association, Legislative Advisory Panel 

September 14, 2012, 10:00 a.m. 
Anne Arundel County Library Headquarters 

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 
 
Attending: Mary Baykan (Chair), Margaret Carty, Denise Davis, Natalie Edington, Jim Fish, 
Ann Gilligan, Mary Hastler, Sharan Marshall, Susan Paznekas, Lynn Wheeler and Linda 
Williams. Donna Denny was the recording Secretary. 
 
Mary noted that the October meeting will be moved up one week and held on the 12th, due to 
the MAPLA Conference. After that, meetings will return to the regular first Friday of the month 
schedule.  
 
Minutes from Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the May 4, 2012 meeting were approved as amended.  
 
Federal Legislation and Plan of Work  
 
Natalie provided a copy of her work plan as Federal Coordinator for the MLA Legislative 
Advisory Panel. She asked for the Panel to review it and let her know of any changes 
needed. The plan details how Natalie monitors federal legislative issues and coordinates 
advocacy efforts to support the Maryland library community. After review, Denise moved to 
approve the work plan. Linda seconded the motion. The work plan was approved.  
 
Natalie noted that during an election year, not much legislation occurs. She reported that the 
2013 National Library Legislative Day (NLLD) will be held May 7 and 8 at the Liaison Hotel in 
Washington. This affects MLA Annual Conference attendees who must attend both events in 
the same week.  
 
Natalie reported on the following legislation: 
 

 HR 5949, the FISA Amendments Act (FAA) Reauthorization act of 2012 was approved by 
the House on September 12. This extends the provision of the 2008 law to December 31, 
2017, rather than letting it sunset at the end of this year. The bill allows the government to 
get 12-month orders from the secret FISA court to conduct “dragnet surveillance of 
Americans’ international communications, including phone calls, emails, and internet 
records, for the purpose of collecting foreign intelligence.”  The American Library 
Association (ALA) continues to argue against the FISA Amendments Act because of the 
FAA’s lack of transparency and the potential for abuse of the system that has been 
created. 

 H.R. 3523, the Cybersecurity Information Sharing and Protection Act (CISPA) was passed 
and has been sent to the Senate as SB 3414. It has not gone further at this point. ALA 
opposes it because it allows for an excessive amount of information that could be 
overseen by claiming the sharing is for “cybersecurity purposes.” The consequences of 
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CISPA for library users are also inherent to cloud computing, higher education networks, 
privatized libraries and networks and vendor contracts. 

 
Natalie reported that the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) held a 
Congressional briefing yesterday on how libraries support workforce development. While 
attendance is unknown, hopefully many responded to the action alert to send an email to 
their U.S. Representative asking their office to send a staffer to this briefing.  
 
Legislation - Review of Last Session 
 
Mary said the Maryland library community fared rather well, considering what transpired for 
everyone else. We were flat-funded, but our share of employee pension costs were not 
pushed down to local governments.  
 
Margaret shared some photos from the Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) 
conference, including a great picture of Ms. Eloise Foster, Secretary of Budget & 
Management, at the MLA booth. Ms. Foster made it clear that day that she loves libraries.  
 
The legislature came back into a special session in July to push teacher pension costs down 
to local governments and increase taxes on those making over 100K. They also approved 
slots.  
 
State Budget Deficit and Possible Impact on Libraries 
 
Mary said the problem to be faced in the coming year is the structural deficit. Last year, two 
versions of tax increases were presented. The Senate wanted to increase everyone’s taxes. 
The House only wanted increases for those making over $100K. If they had gone with the 
Senate's version, they might have gotten rid of the deficit.  
 
Mary provided a chart comparing the special legislative session budget actions to those of 
the regular session with projected outcomes for fiscal 2012-2017. While the last fiscal year 
ended with a surplus and another surplus is projected, the structural deficit still remains. The 
surplus goes into the rainy day fund. Only minor cuts have been recommended to Maryland 
department heads and these are feasible, according to what we heard at MACo. They are 
banking on gambling revenue. The legislature cannot increase taxes again, but they can add 
and raise fees. Alexander and Cleaver suggest that the Governors' goal will be to reduce the 
deficit because he wants to run for President in four years.  
 
Mary said revenues seem to be increasing and there is now $700 million in the state's rainy 
day fund. The danger is the federal budget and what will happen if the sequestration forces 
automatic budget cuts in February 2013, which could have a serious fiscal impact on states.  
It could mean a 10% cut across the board. We must wait to see if we are mentioned when the 
budget comes out. Public libraries are scheduled for a .50 cent increase per capita in 2015 if 
it is not reset.  
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Dates to Remember 
 
Mary reviewed the following important dates:  
 

 Spending Affordability Report - December 1 (This is when the Department of 
Legislative Services reports how much increase the state can afford in its budget.)  

 Request for Drafting Pre-files Deadline - November 15  

 General Session Begins - January 9 (This year, all bills originate in the House.)  

 Deadline for Governor to present budget to General Assembly- January 16 

 Legislature must approve and pass a balanced budget by - April 1 

 Session ends - April 8  
 
Panel Plan of Work - Discussion and Approval 
 
Mary provided a draft copy of the Legislative Advisory Panel's plan of work. Mary noted it 
consists of broad goals because we can't yet be specific. MAPLA would like us to restart 
library signage efforts since we have been designated as an essential service. To begin this 
effort, we will need a letter from MLA with assistance from its leadership. A discussion 
ensued and Denise suggested that we should be very specific about what libraries can 
handle in an emergency. Lynn moved to approve the Legislative Advisory Panel's plan of 
work. Mary Hastler seconded the motion. The plan was approved. Mary will turn it in to MLA.  
 
Division of Library Development & Services (DLDS) 
 
Susan reported that there have not been a lot of changes at DLDS since the last MAPLA 
meeting. Lisa Anderson is the new Budget/Fiscal Officer and Liz Sundermann, the new Youth 
Services Specialist. The department remains short two positions. Their financial picture has 
not changed, nor has it changed for IMLS. Upcoming programs include Leading From Any 
Position and Snapshot Day.   
 
MLA President  
 
Lynn reported that MLA's Development of Emerging and Aspiring Librarians (DEAL) is 
designed to be a social learning (or informal learning) career development program for 
emerging and aspiring librarians. Mark de Jong chairs the group and a kickoff event will be 
held at the University of Maryland next week.  

Lynn noted that plans are underway for the next Maryland Library Association and Delaware 
Library Association (MLA/DLA) Joint Library Conference, May 8-10, 2013. It will open with the 
keynote speaker on Wednesday evening at 4:30 p.m. The speaker will be Lee Rainie, 
Director of the Pew Research Center's Internet & American Life Project, a non-profit, non–
partisan "fact tank" that studies the social impact of the internet. The keynote speech was 
moved back into Wednesday because Thursday is already packed with events and the 
preconference events are well attended.  

Mary noted the need to set a date for Library Legislative Day in Annapolis. February is the 
best time to host a reception, since by March the legislators are working nights in 

http://mlasig.wordpress.com/author/mlasig/
http://www2.lib.udel.edu/dla/calendar/index.htm#conf
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committees. Senator Edwards has reserved the reception space for us for the last couple of 
years and Mary will contact his office to try to get the evening of either February 6 or 13, 
2013.  

Mary returned to the subject of the annual MACo meeting. Margaret shared photos from the 
conference. Attendance was sparse, but MLA made good contacts with delegates and 
senators. We also met vendors we invited to our own conference. MACo is a bell weather 
event and fewer participants can mean unpopular decisions on the horizon. Motivational 
Speaker Neal Petersen gave the keynote address and in his speech, No Barriers - Only 
Solutions, he shared how he overcame the formidable barriers of a childhood physical 
disability, poverty and the humiliation of Apartheid in South Africa to compete in solo yacht 
racing around the globe. Lynn got a chance to speak with him and he visited the MLA booth.    

MLA Executive Director 
 
Margaret reported the following: 
 

 Former panel member George Sands is working on fundraising for MLA in his 
retirement. He is accepting proposals and putting together an informative bulletin. He 
is seeking corporate underwriters, such as Under Armour, to benefit specific MLA 
programs and scholarships.  

 

 Get the word out about MLA scholarships, as registration is low. Mark is working to set 
up mentors for the scholarship recipients.   

 

 As of this month, MLA will no longer mail out its Happenings newsletter.  Happenings 
will be sent via an email blast on the 15th of each month to all active members.  

 

 MLA's annual trip was a success. It is still not known how much money was raised, but 
29 participants traveled to Ireland for a Notre Dame vs. Navy football game. Navy lost 
the game, but the modern stadium where the game took place was remarkable.  

 
Other  
 
Susan reminded all that the 2012 Annual Meeting of the Maryland Library Trustees and 
Citizens for Maryland Libraries will be held on Saturday, November 3, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Waldorf West Branch of the Charles County Public Library, located at 
10405 O'Donnell Place, Waldorf.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30. The next meeting will be held on October 12, 2012.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Donna L. Denny, Executive Assistant, AACPL.  


