
Minutes 
Maryland Library Association, Legislative Advisory Panel 

May 4, 2012, 10:00 a.m. 
Anne Arundel County Library Headquarters 

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 
 
Attending: Skip Auld, Jay Bansbach, Darryll Batson, Mary Baykan (Chair), Joan Bellistri,  
Kay Bowman, Denise Davis, Natalie Edington, Jim Fish, Valerie Gross, Mary Hastler,  
Sharan Marshall, Irene Padilla, Glennor Shirley, Mary Somers and Evelyn Tchiyuka.  
Donna Denny was the recording Secretary. 
 
Minutes from Previous Meeting  
 
Sharan moved to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2012 MLA LAP meeting. Valerie 
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. There was no meeting held in April 2012.  
 
Mary Baykan said the Federal Legislation and Legislative Day Report would be moved to 
later in the agenda. In the meantime, Skip wanted to share some information.  
 
Review of Maryland Arts Day 
 
Skip reported that Cathy Belcher is Secretary of the AACPL Foundation. Ms. Belcher and her 
husband will be recognized next week by the Association of Fundraising Professionals, 
Maryland Chapter as the their 2012 Outstanding Volunteer Fundraisers. Cathy attended 
Maryland Arts Day and shared her handouts with Skip. She suggested that Maryland Library 
Association might model its Legislative Day after Maryland Arts Day, sponsored each year by 
the Maryland Citizens for the Arts. Skip shared the handouts and the Panel reviewed them.  
 
After reviewing the materials, the Panel was curious to know how successful the arts 
community has been in gaining and retaining state funding, and what they do year around to 
advocate to elected officials. Skip will seek to provide answers to these questions. The Panel 
asked Skip to convey their appreciation to Cathy for her efforts and attention.        
 
Review of Goals for the Year   
 
Mary provided a copy of the Panel's current work plan which was developed with MLA's 
Strategic Plan in mind. She asked for a review and discussion of any needed changes. Mary 
noted that last year, the need to make better inroads with the executive branch of the state 
was identified and results came about, including: 
 

 the memo of understanding with DLLR; 

 the work SLRC has done with DLLR;  

 Alexander Sanchez, Secretary, DLLR, will kick off the MLA Annual Conference with 
his address on workforce development and libraries. He also came to our last two 
legislative receptions;   

 Governor O'Malley's involvement with Radical Readers; and   
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 the successfully passed Maryland Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) bill, 
designating libraries as an essential service.  
 

Mary noted that the MEMA is pleased to have libraries involved and they are inserting 
libraries into their documents. It will be up to individual directors to reach out to their local 
emergency management boards. Denise suggested MLA send a press release about the 
ruling to ALA, Library Journal, etc. With libraries now considered an essential service, they 
may receive federal money and become priorities with power suppliers. The next goal is to 
get highway signs for libraries replaced.   
 
Mary suggested that one long term goal will be to get library funding restored when the 
economy improves. She noted that other recent successes include the approval of library 
capital project grant funding without interference, and the library community's opt-out of the 
pension pushdown.  
 
Mary noted that the legislature tightened the noose on maintenance of effort during the last 
session. This may be shortsighted, because as a result, boards of education may never see a 
voluntary increase in their funding again, even in good years. It will be interesting to see how 
this plays out. The Panel members discussed how their counties have been affected. Denise 
pointed out that maintenance of effort creates resentment and division. Local governments 
react by asserting "if we have to fund you, we want to control you." Actions follow 
incrementally, with efforts to consolidate departments such as human resources, 
procurement and information technology. Considering this potential, the library community 
must seek to retain as much independence as possible.   
 
Skip asked the Panel for information about independent taxing districts. Mary explained that 
the General Assembly is against these, as Maryland is a general fund state. A discussion 
ensued about the pros and cons of taxing districts as they exist in other states and the 
experience some have had with them.    
 
Planning for State Issues and Impact on Libraries for the upcoming year  
Open Discussion: Recap/Lesson/Predictions and Plans for next year's Panel 
 
Legislation - Issues Review and Results Update 
 
Pension Legislation  
 
Mary reported that technically, the recent legislative action on pensions has not been passed. 
The Governor has called the General Assembly back to work the week of May 14 to deal with 
budget and revenue (i.e. tax increases). No second session has been scheduled for other 
issues, such as gaming, which were not addressed in the regular session.  
 
FY2013 Library Capital Grants  
 
Mary reported the program was passed, but questions from legislators require a study on the 
50/50 match aspect of the grants. Less affluent counties would have a better chance with a 
sliding scale. So, DLDS will have a committee working on this soon and will perhaps tweak 
the match aspect. If there is less of a match on some levels, there may be less funding to go 
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around generally. Irene will keep us informed. If a grant is rescinded, it comes back to DLDS 
to recycle/reallocate to projects already approved.  
 
SB 858/HB 1001 - Libraries Designated as Essential Services  
 
Mary noted that this was discussed earlier. The bill passed unanimously and will be signed 
into law on Tuesday.  
 
Deaf Culture Library  
 
Mary said a bill was presented by advocates for the deaf community to establish a Deaf 
Culture Library. Initially, they had approached DLDS and Irene suggested a task force study 
to determine what was needed beyond existing resources. They abandoned this approach 
and instead had two state senators sponsor a bill to form an advisory task force which was 
passed.   
 
Skip reported that AACPL defended itself against a potential lawsuit by the National 
Federation for the Blind by providing iPod touches at libraries, creating equal access to 
electronic devices. This led to a general discussion of experiences with eReaders.  
 
Federal Legislation and Legislative Day Report 
 
Natalie noted that Congress is in an election year and thus there is not much federal 
legislation to report.    
 
Natalie noted the following concerning Legislative Day: 
 

 Appropriations for LSTA were signed prior to Legislative Day.  
 

 During that same week, legislative work related to cyber security was ongoing. ALA 
has taken the stance that invasion of privacy issues have become worse. Congress 
only voted on HR3523 which passed. Sponsors were along party lines. An amendment 
did pass, which was a success. Overall the trend is not good and the bill next goes to 
the Senate. 

 

 Thanks to everyone for working to make Legislative Day a success. Students from an 
interest group at the University of Maryland were a great addition to briefing day. They 
spread the word to each other about Legislative Day using Twitter.   

 

 Incoming MLA President Maureen Sullivan has noted that Senator Barbara Mikulski 
likes tours, so we might set one up for her.  

 

 Senator Mikulski's legislative aide enjoyed our follow up. Natalie read his nice note 
aloud. He feels that we are supportive of their work.   

 
Sharan reported that her group visited Congressman Steny Hoyer's office. It was a terrific 
meeting and they learned a lot. The meeting was easy to set up and they met with two of his 
legislative aides. One was a senior policy advisor and the other a humanities advisor. They 
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were interested in eBooks policy matters and said they will help as best they can. It is an 
election year for Hoyer, so it would be good to invite him to events. Because Rep. Hoyer is in 
a leadership position as the Democratic Whip of the U.S. House of Representatives, he is not 
able to sign letters of support.  

 
DLDS 
 
Irene said she is looking forward to meeting Lillian M. Lowery, Ed.D., Maryland's new State 
Superintendent of Schools.  
 
DLDS has received approval to replace Daria Parry, outgoing Chief for Public Libraries and 
State Networking.   
 
MLA Executive Director 
 
Margaret reported the following: 
 

 This year's MLA Annual Conference currently has 604 registrations and over 200 
registered for pre-conference events, breaking all previous records for attendance.  

 

 Wednesday night of the conference, at 7:30 p.m. there will be a dinner at Jules 
Restaurant with Alexander Sanchez, Maryland Secretary of Labor, Licensing, & 
Regulation. Cost is $30, including tip. If anyone did not yet sign up and would like to 
attend they should let Margaret know.  

 

 MLA will debut its signature coffee selections at the conference. Margaret passed out 
information from MLA's' website which markets Reader’s Brew, Margaret’s Choice and 
Dewey’s Decaf.  

 

 Everyone is encouraged to attend the conference reception at which the Maryland 
Author Award will be renamed to honor William Wilson. The Delaware drill team will 
also put on a show. 

 

 MLA Leadership Day will be held in New Windsor, Carroll County.  
 

 Program planning day will be held on June 14.    
  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. and the next meeting will be held on September 
14, 2012.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Donna L. Denny, Executive Assistant, AACPL.  


