
Minutes 
Maryland Library Association, Legislative Advisory Panel 

March 2, 2012, 10:00 a.m. 
Anne Arundel County Library Headquarters 

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 
 
Attending: Skip Auld, Darryll Batson, Mary Baykan (Chair), Kay Bowman, Margaret Carty, 
Natalie Edington, Jim Fish, Valerie Gross, Mary Hastler, Carla Hayden, Lucy Holman,  
Irene Padilla, Glennor Shirley, Charles (Chuck) Steadman, Evelyn Tchiyuka and 
Linda Williams. Donna Denny was the recording Secretary. 
 
Minutes 
 
Chuck moved to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2012 MLA LAP meeting. Jim 
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.  
 
Federal Legislation 
 
Natalie reported the following: 
 

 The Library Services and Technology Act has (LSTA) been level-funded in the budget 
proposal that President Obama released. The proposal allocates $187.4 million to 
LSTA, the same amount as the current year. 
 

 The improving Literacy Through School Libraries program has once again been 
consolidated with five other literacy programs in President Obama's proposed budget 
to complete for funding.  

 

 The ALA website has a link to the webinar video: The Legislative Process and You: 
How it Works and How to Make a Difference 

 

 National Library Legislative Day is scheduled for Monday, April 23 and Tuesday April 
24. This is a crucial time to remind our elected officials why libraries are so important. 
The first full day of issue briefings will prepare participants for Congressional visits, 
held on the second day, by giving them necessary information and key messages. The 
headquarters hotel for this event is the Liaison Capitol Hill, 415 New Jersey Ave. NW, 
Washington, D.C.  

 
State Legislation 
 
Mary reported the following: 
 
SB 858/ HB 1001  
 
If passed, this bill will designate public libraries as providers of essential services during 
emergencies in their communities. The bill follows the federal footprint of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) declaration, which was made in response to the 
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key role libraries had in helping communities after Hurricane Katrina and other disasters. 
Having a similar designation at the state level will help libraries receive emergency funding 
and allow us a seat at the table in disaster response planning. 
 
At the first hearing, Margaret testified about her experiences in Mississippi after Katrina. 
Emily Ferron, Director of Charles County Public Library, gave testimony on how her library 
system played an important relief role after a tornado hit the town of La Plata, Maryland. In 
both cases, libraries became emergency centers where people could receive assistance. 
This bill should pass, since there is no financial impact. For the next hearing, three may 
testify and will include: Richard Muth, Executive Director of the Maryland Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA), John Taube, and Emily Ferron.   
 
Mary will ask Maryland library directors to make their local power companies aware of the 
new designation when the legislation passes. This legislation may also make it possible to 
reinstate highway directional signs for libraries.  
 
Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act (BFRA) (SB152 – HB87) - County Payments on 
Behalf of Local School, Library, and Community College Boards 
 
This bill was heard in the Senate on Wednesday and in the House yesterday. We were 
concerned after the Committee for Pension Sustainability made its recommendations. We 
have been working to preserve our capital funding and deflect the pension push down by 
explaining to legislators that libraries are not the problem. Libraries have no Maintenance of 
Effort (MOE) and have already been cut at state and local levels. In addition, many full time 
library salaries are under $30,000 per year and many part time hourly staff earn under 
$15,000. Fortunately, we heard from Senate President Mike Miller that they don’t plan to 
push down to the libraries and will allow us to opt out. However, the Governor's budget 
(BFRA) does send the pension costs to the counties. The state gripes that pensions are 
something they have no control over, but the counties are also in an untenable position with 
no control over what the county boards of education add to pension costs.   
 
Without being shrill about it, we have asked the legislators to keep the best interests of 
libraries in mind as they deliberate. The committees will rework the Governor's budget and 
there will be tax increases. If they repeal the Glendenning tax cuts they will raise $500 million 
and taxes will go up. If we are successful and libraries are opted out, we must not flaunt it, 
but we can certainly take credit for helping to lower the total costs to counties through our 
efforts. Mary noted that the soon to be released "Doomsday Budget" will show what the state 
will have to be cut if there are no revenue increases.   
 
Counties including Hartford, Cecil, Calvert and Howard have recently held press conferences 
concerning the pension pushdown, with library directors being asked to weigh in. A 
discussion ensued about the particulars of these events.  
 
HB390 – An Act Concerning Libraries - Maryland Deaf Culture Digital Library 
 
This bill was discussed at the February MLA LAP meeting. Its purpose is to establish a deaf 
digital library. It would change existing public library law to require a library for the deaf. The 
MLA LAP considers it precipitous to change public library law and we diplomatically 
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recommended in a letter that they work with DLDS and the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped for other avenues that would meet the spirit of their needs. It will be 
difficult to pass an unfunded mandate in the current economic climate.  
 
HB998 - Compilations of Local Laws - Copies to State Agencies  

Synopsis: Authorizing a county, at its discretion, to notify specified State agencies that a 
digital copy of a code or compilation of local laws enacted by the county is available as an 
alternative to the county depositing or furnishing printed copies of the code or compilation; 
and altering specified provisions regarding the Department of Legislative Services receiving 
copies of compilations of local laws.  

Joanie absent, but brought this bill to our attention last month. It has an impact on deposit 
libraries as well as law libraries by allowing counties to only supply digital copies instead of 
hard copies. Last year the MLA LAP wrote a letter advising against it and law librarians 
continue to be concerned. Mary will email Joanie and John Taube to see if another letter from 
MLA should be sent expressing concern. We know that for archival purposes hard copies are 
needed and there will be consequences if it passes. Academic libraries may also have 
interest in this. We should at least express our concern to the chair of the committee. It does 
not look like it is cross-filed and if it is a local bill they will pass it. Because of its statewide 
implications, our assistance could help. There is a need to capture laws at each point in time, 
so that if there is a version of a law in 2012 that is amended in 2013 there will be a record of 
the change.  
 
DLDS 
 
Irene reported the following: 
 

 The DLDS budget has been cut nearly 50%.  
 

 Due to an ongoing assessment of administrative costs that have been charged to 
LSTA funds, MSDE has not received reimbursement from IMLS for any grant or 
administrative expenditures in FFY2010, FFY2011 or FFY2012 YTD. MSDE is 
concerned about making expenditures using State funds for legitimate grant funded 
liabilities and has placed a hold on the expenditure of all FFY2012 LSTA funds for 
grants to the local public library systems. Therefore, all expenditures for FFY2012 
grant projects must be deferred until further notice. 

 

 DLDS has received permission to fill Stephanie's position and one other position.  
.  
MLA President 
 
Lucy reported the following:  
 

 March 2 was both Dr. Seuss's birthday and Read Across America Day and Lt. Gov. 
Anthony Brown read aloud "Green Eggs and Ham" to Eastport Elementary School 
students at Harry Brown's restaurant in Annapolis while the children enjoyed a 
breakfast of green eggs and ham.  
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 Thanks to Margaret's hard work, MLA will be receiving a Standards of Excellence 
award for the third time from Maryland Nonprofits at their annual conference,  
 

MLA Executive Director 
 
Margaret reported the following:  
 

 Actor Tray Chaney, formerly “Poot” of HBO’s “The Wire” has embraced the Radical 
Readers program by penning a song and making appearances at pilot schools, 
Andrew Jackson Academy and Walker Mill School in Prince Georges County. He 
performed the song and video on February 29, at the Radical Readers launch at 
Spaulding Library in District Heights, Maryland. The event was videotaped  and may 
be viewed at the Read Across Maryland website http://www.readacrossmaryland.org/  
 

 M.Y. Voice, the first Maryland magazine whose content is created by middle school 
students, published by Maryland Life magazine, and produced in partnership with the 
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) and top educators and principals 
across the state. The “M.Y.” in the masthead stands for “Maryland Youth.” Margaret is 
joining the adjunct board of the magazine.   

 

 Margaret has been invited for the third time to join the State Ethics Committee.  
 

 The Maryland Library Quilt has been hung up for display at the MLA office by the 
wonderful staff of Enoch Pratt Library, with thanks to Carla for the assistance. It looks 
very impressive and a protective film has been added to nearby windows to help keep 
it from fading.   

 

 MLA will host an Open House reception on March 21 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Parking 
will be available on both sides of the street that day and many people will be there 
anyway for meetings. A notice will be going out soon.  

 

 Margaret and Lynn Wheeler will visit a coffee roasting business in the Shenandoah 
Valley on March 10. They will taste a blend of coffee which could be packaged with a 
MLA label and MLA would receive a percentage of sales.  

 

 Planning for the Annual Conference is going well. Maryland Life magazine will display 
M.Y. Voice materials to promote involvement and will give away magazines. Margaret 
has been working with the magazine for 3 years to get them to write a library-related 
article and currently they are working on an article about prison libraries with Glennor.  

 

 Also at the Annual Conference there will be a dinner at Jules Fine Dining in Ocean 
City on Wednesday, May 9 at 7:30 p.m. Currently, there are 15 participants, including 
the conference's key speakers. Owner and Executive Chef Julius Adam Sanders, is 
the son of Lois Sanders, a librarian at AACPL.  
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Other  
 
Valerie passed out a summary of the state's FY 2013 Capital Budget as proposed. Valerie 
pointed out that the total Public School (K-12) Construction Program is $372, 826,000, while 
the capital budget for MSDE/public libraries is $5,000,000 or 1.34% by comparison.   
 
Mary reported that the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) appears to be eliminating the 
Carter Library & Information Resource Center. The PIN for the librarian position is being 
eliminated. This will be a loss to DNR staff and citizens. Chuck will pass this information on to 
the Citizens for Maryland Libraries (CML) at their meeting tomorrow.  
 
Mary also asked Chuck to pass on to CML the suggestion that they write to applaud Prince 
Georges County legislators for their vision and understanding of the importance of media 
specialists and centers by restoring their funding in the budget, with a copy sent to the PG 
BOE and county executive.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 12:00 noon.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Donna Denny, Executive Assistant, AACPL.  


